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GOP's Issa to retire from House 


The congressman, whose seat Democrats 
consider essential to taking control of the 
chamber, gave no reason for his decision 


By Martin Wisckol 
mwisckol@scng.com 
@MartinWisckol on Twitter 


Nine-term Congressman Dar- 
rell Issa, among the most vulnera- 
ble Republican House members in 


have decided that I will not seek 
re-election in California’s 49th 
District.” 

Issa, whose district straddles 
the Orange-San Diego county 
line, was nearly upset in 2016 by 
Democrat Doug Applegate, win- 


Poll: Trump not popular; 
Mueller support light 


Eyewitness News-Southern California News 
Group Poll also found strong support for Lt. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and Sen. Dianne Feinstein 


this year’s elections, unexpectedly ning the closest House race in By Jeff Horseman 
announced Wednesday morning the country by just 0.6 percent- r 
jhorseman@scng.com 


that he would not seek re-election. 

Issa recounted his accomplish- 
ments but gave no reason for the 
decision in his emailed statement. 

“Throughout my service, I 
worked hard and never lost sight 
of the people our government is 
supposed to serve,” he said. “Yet 
with the support of my family, I 


age points. 

Roll Call has listed Issa as the 
most vulnerable House member. 
Democrats consider winning his 
district essential to flipping the 24 
Republican House seats needed to 
take control of the House, with 
some expressing increased opti- 
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Rep. Darrell Issa, whose district 
straddles the Orange-San Diego 
county line, announced Wednesday 
that he will not seek re-election. 


@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


President Donald Trump is 
quite unpopular in California, 
but almost half of Californians 
either haven’t heard of or don’t 
have an opinion about the spe- 
cial counsel, Robert Mueller, 
whose investigation into Rus- 


sia’s role in the 2016 election 
could imperil the president, 
according to a poll released 
Wednesday. 

The first-ever Eyewitness 
News-Southern California 
News Group Poll, conducted 
by Survey USA, also found 
Trump losing the state in a 
presidential race to a wide ar- 
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MISSING TEEN FOUND 
DEAD AFTER SEARC 


POON; 


Iv dead: 
more than 
a dozen 
missing 


Teams comb debris filled 


PHOTOS: LEONARD ORTIZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Parents of Blaze Bernstein, Jeanne Pepper and Gideon Bernstein, embrace before reading a statement at a press conference Wednesday. 
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Blaze Bernstein’s 


body was 
discovered in 
Borrego Park; 


his death is being 


investigated as 
a homicide 
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Over 300 people gathered in Borrego Park in Lake Forest on Wednesday to hold a vigil for Blaze Bernstein. 
A memorial of photos, candles and flowers was set up near the spot where Bernstein’s body was found. 


By Kelly Puente, Scott 
Schwebke and Alma Fausto 
kpuente@scng.com, sschwebke@scng. 
com and afausto@scng.com 
@KellyPuenteOC on Twitter 


LAKE FOREST » The body of 
19-year-old, pre-med college stu- 
dent Blaze Bernstein was found 
Tuesday in brush near a Foothill 
Ranch park where he went miss- 


| COMIC Sasis D4 | 


ing more than a week ago, and 
records show that a high school 
classmate who reportedly was 
the last known person to see him 
alive appeared nervous when in- 
terviewed by detectives. 

Carrie Braun, a spokeswoman 
for the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department, would not elabo- 
rate Wednesday on the condition 
of Bernstein’s body or the cause 
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of death, but acknowledged a 
homicide investigation had been 
launched by deputies. 

“They’re still following up on 
multiple leads,” Braun said dur- 
ing a Wednesday press confer- 
ence, adding that no arrests had 
been made. 

Although Borrego Park was 
searched extensively by investi- 
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with hazards in Montecito 


The Associated Press 


MONTECITO » Anxious family 
members awaited word on loved 
ones Wednesday as rescue crews 

searched for more 


Inside: than a dozen peo- 
Forecasters ple missing af- 
predict the ter mudslides in 
days ahead Southern Cali- 
should be dry, fornia destroyed 
sunny and an estimated 100 


warm. NEws7 houses, swept 
away cars and left 
at least 17 victims dead. 

“Tt’s just waiting and not know- 
ing, and the more I haven’t heard 


from them — we have to find 


MUDSLIDES » PAGE 6 


MIKE ELIASON — SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

FIRE DEPARTMENT VIA AP 
Large boulders and mudflow 
destroyed a home in Montecito. 
The woman who lives in the home 
has not been seen since early 
Tuesday. 


FAA to alter JWA airplane 
departure routes 


The tentative legal settlement 
with local governments would ad- 
dress noise complaints from resi- 
dents in certain Newport Beach 
neighborhoods. Locat1 


Budget plan proposes 
$131.7 billion in spending 


The state has projected a big 
surplus, but Gov. Jerry Brown is 
sticking with a restrained ap- 
proach in his final budget. news 9 


Rams leadership looks 
forward with optimism 
There was much to like about the 
"17 season, but the team has off- 
season concerns, including pos- 
sible free agent losses. sPoRTS1 
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